
 

MDS UK Patient Support Group 

Every year around 2,500 patients are diagnosed with Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS), a 

rare cancer which causes bone marrow failure. It mainly affects people over 60.  It causes 

overwhelming fatigue, infections and bleeding.  MDS significantly reduces lifespan and may 

progress to Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML). There is no cure, apart from a Bone Marrow 

Transplant, which is only suitable for very few people.  Many patients have palliative 

chemotherapy or undergo regular blood transfusions.  Most people have not heard of MDS 

nor have their GPs so informed support is vital. 

We provide: 

 information about the disease and current treatments 

 a helpline 

 the opportunity for patients and carers to meet locally for emotional support 

 lobbying for new drugs and treatments 

 a website covering all aspects of MDS 

 an online message forum for patients and carers to talk to each other 
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