[Date]

Professor Sir Michael Rawlins

Chairman

National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence

MidCity Place

71 High Holborn

London

WC1V 6NA

RE: NICE Reappraisal of azacitidine for the treatment of MDS, CMML and AML. 
Dear Sir Michael,
I am writing on behalf of my constituent xxx, who I met at the MDS UK and MDS Forum Parliamentary Lobby on 26th October. 

[Details of constituent’s experience of living with MDS]
As you are aware, NICE are currently conducting a reappraisal of azacitidine for the treatment of MDS, CMML and AML. While I appreciate that the post-appeal evaluation has been fastracked, the appraisal may now continue until March 2011, two years after the process began. During this time, as many as 1,500 patients will have missed out on a crucial opportunity for treatment, with some patients seeing their condition deteriorate severely and their life expectancy reduced significantly.
Measures such as the Cancer Drugs Fund and the emergency £50m fund available from October 2010, while welcomed by MDS UK and the MDS Forum, will not be accessible until NICE has made its final recommendation and even then, patients will have to go through exceptional cases hearings at their PCT and pass the new SHA clinician panel before getting treatment. This is time that MDS patients simply do not have. 
It is vital that the Appraisal Committee now examines all of the evidence presented to it in line with the recommendations of the appeal by considering the full clinical and quality of life benefits to patients of treatment with azacitidine. It is also essential that the reappraisal is conducted as swiftly as possible to enable patients such as my constituent to get access to azacitidine as soon as possible. 
My constituent and I would be very grateful if you would do everything possible to ensure that the reappraisal of azacitidine is completed as quickly as possible and with full consideration of the benefits to patients from treatment. Your assistance and intervention in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

I look forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,

[name MP] 

